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DATTCO Awarded
Middlesex County Branch
NAACP Larry McHugh
Business Award

We are Celebrating our 100th Van Hool Purchase!
DATTCO has purchased it’s 100th Van Hool
motorcoach! The coach was on display at the
International Motorcoach Group (IMG) annual
Strategic Alliance Meeting, held August 6-9 in Norfolk,
VA. The official delivery of the coach was announced
during a luncheon event hosted by ABC Companies
(ABC). ABC is an exclusive distributor for Van Hool,
and DATTCO has had a long-standing relationship
with them. The tables of the commemorative “Tailgate
Lunch,” were decorated with DATTCO hats, a photo of
Don and Kyle DeVivo in front of Lou’s blue bus, and a
photo of one of our coaches from decades ago.
Our 100th Van Hool motorcoach is the TX45.
Unique to DATTCO’s fleet, it is configured
with two passenger doors, a style rarely seen
in North America. The second door allows
for quicker, more efficient loading and
unloading of the coach and also enhances
safety. During this event, ABC also
announced official delivery of
DATTCO’s first Van Hool CX35 to
its fleet! This 35-foot coach is perfect
for smaller groups, offering greater
flexibility and fuel savings compared
to the traditional 45-foot
motorcoaches.

Left to right: Don DeVivo, President,
DATTCO, Dennis Lyons, Senior Director
of Contract Services, DATTCO

During the Middlesex County
Branch of the NAACP’s 32nd
annual Freedom Fund and
Membership Dinner on October
18th, Don was presented with the
“Larry McHugh Business Award” in
recognition of
his dedication
to serving the
communities
of Middlesex
County and
supporting the
mission of the
NAACP.
Each year, the award is presented to a
business that supports the mission of
the NAACP - to promote
entrepreneurship and to eliminate
racial and ethnic disparities. All
people, regardless of race and
ethnicity, should have access to
livable wages and a discrimination
free employment environment that is
fair and healthy.
Don said “I am honored to be
recognized by the Middlesex County
NAACP, and chosen by Mr. McHugh
to receive this award. DATTCO
is committed to supporting the
missions of organizations like the
NAACP that have such a huge
impact on members of our
community.”

ACCOLADES FOR DATTCO STAFF
Barbara Perigny Honored with “Good Apple” Award
Barbara Perigny, one of DATTCO’s longtime drivers for Regional School District 13 (RSD
13), was presented with a Good Apple Award for her excellent service to the children of
RSD 13. The Superintendent of Schools for RSD 13 presented “Good Apples” with the
awards on the first day of school.
As stated on the District’s website, the Good Apple Award is presented to recognize
its employees: “the teachers, support staff, food service workers, custodians,
administrators and all others who contribute daily to the education of District 13
children. Each has an integral role to play in the overall successful operation of the
school system.”
“We are so grateful to Barbara for the dedication she shows to her job, and the safe transportation of her students. Her
professionalism on the job truly embodies our mission to provide personalized, quality service delivered by the finest
transportation professionals in the country,” said Don DeVivo.
Barbara has driven school buses for DATTCO for more than 25 years and is an integral part of the DATTCO family.
Congratulations Barbara!

Mark Sullivan Receives “Motorcoach Driver of the Year Award” from
Connecticut Bus Association
Mark Sullivan, one of our veteran coach operators, was presented with
Connecticut Bus Association’s prestigious “Motorcoach Driver of the Year”
Award. The award was presented during Connecticut Bus Association’s
annual dinner at Foxwoods Resort & Casino on September 21, 2016.
Mark, who has operated motorcoaches for 38 accident-free years, has
driven more than 3 million miles over his career. His professionalism and
customer service has made him one of the most requested drivers at
DATTCO. He has driven famous dignitaries, government officials,
professional and collegiate athletes, and tour groups throughout North
America.

DATTCO Technical Education Center (DTEC), DATTCO’s training
center located in our 315 South Street building, had two graduates this
summer! Jake Passarelli and Dylan Pelletier successfully completed the
DTEC program in June. The program, run by
Ron King and Kevin Houle, consists of 2,000
hours of hands-on experience with the latest
equipment and most current
technologies. Jake and Dylan served their
time during the busy summer months in
Sales & Service and are now continuing their
training in other areas of the company. Jake
is currently in Middletown and Dylan is in
Durham. Congratulations Jake and Dylan!
With our graduates moving on, we make room for a new DTEC class!
In July, DTEC welcomed four new students from various locations and
positions throughout the company:
Sabrina Pasha, Kevin DeVivo, Tyler
Dievert, and Junior Cruz-Diaz. The
new class is trucking (and busing)
right along in their training; they
are currently in their fourth training
category: welding.

Safety Starts with All of Us!
At the start of the school year DATTCO
kicked off a safety campaign, “Safety Starts
with Me!”
DATTCO asked
employees across the
company, in every job
capacity to make their
commitment to safety
official by signing a
“Safety Starts with
Me” poster.
You can now find these signed posters on
display at every DATTCO location.
A huge thank you to all
of our dedicated
employees for working
safely and smartly,
contributing to
DATTCO’s overall
success!

Welcome DTEC Class of 2017!

DATTCO – The Official Transportation Provider for the 2016 JCC Maccabi
Games™ and ArtsFest™

Left to right: Mark Sullivan, Pam Martinez

In order to be chosen as Motorcoach Driver of the Year, a driver
must demonstrate safe driving with the highest standards in every
facet of the profession. “A driver must possess extraordinary
performance standards, including unparalleled driving skills and
personal conduct, which Mark has certainly achieved in his time
with DATTCO,” added DATTCO Vice President of Motorcoach,
Colin Johnson.

Left to right: Kyle DeVivo, Pam Martinez, Don DeVivo,
Mark Sullivan, Colin Johnson, Dennis Lyons

DTEC 2016 Graduates

Mark’s stellar safety record has made him a great addition to
DATTCO’s Safety & Training Program. Mark assists with training
and mentoring new drivers, as well as providing remedial training
for seasoned drivers. Congratulations Mark!

JCC Maccabi ArtsFest is a weeklong arts experience for Jewish teens, featuring workshops in a variety of specialties, with some of the leading artists in each field. Athletes
and artists participate in competitions and workshops, while enjoying community
service projects and social activities that incorporate themes of Jewish heritage and
community. This Olympic-style sporting and cultural event, held in Stamford this
year, hosts Jewish teens from all over the world.
DATTCO was the sole transportation company for this year’s JCC Maccabi Games.
Our staff worked seamlessly to map out routes, schedule vehicles, and transport these
special teens throughout this awesome event!

Maccabi by the
Numbers:
•Maccabi Games were 6 days long

•90+ DATTCO employees utilized daily
•38 buses used every day.
•48 buses used every night
•1,800 teens transported per day

DATTCO Employees Volunteer Time to Bring
Wishes to Kids on Wheels
The 17th annual “Wishes on
Wheels” truck convoy took place
on Sunday, September 11th. This
year’s theme was Honoring Our
First Responders. This event benefits Make A Wish Connecticut,
who’s mission is to grant wishes
of terminally ill children.
DATTCO was honored to take
part in this event again this year!
Frank Baio, DATTCO’s Senior Safety Director, who organizes our participation in the event, said “DATTCO is proud to sponsor the mission of Wishes on
Wheels, an event that brings joy to the lives of children across the state.”
Each year, hundreds of trucks and buses drive a route along I-84 and I-384
from Rentschler Field in parade fashion, giving rides to the children of Make
A Wish. This year, DATTCO participated with our trolley and a double-decker
motorcoach. After the parade, the children and their families enjoyed a day full
of fun activities and prizes at Rentschler Field.

Thermo King Northeast in 2016
Thermo King Northeast (TKNE), a subsidiary of DATTCO, had a bit of an
identity crisis this year and certainly came out on top! TKNE now has a brand
new logo – it’s super sleek and appropriately “cool.” To complement this new
logo, we worked with our website company to
develop an updated TKNE website. The new
website is a far cry from the old one, as we
removed lots of clutter and redundant
material, and the new site now closely mimics
the Thermo King Corporate website in style
and functionality.
In support of this new, improved look, we put on an Open House at our TKNE
Saugus location on September 13th. The theme of the Open House was “Chill
& Grill,” which made for an easy excuse to enjoy some delicious BBQ and live
jazz music. We had a great vendor
turnout and got to meet with plenty of
our customers throughout the day. The
event also provided the opportunity to
get the first word out about our
Northeast Truck & Trailer Expo,
coming in September, 2017!
Stay cool!
The DATTCO Traveler is a quarterly newsletter brought to you by your Marketing Department.
If you would like to contribute material to the next newsletter, contact
Elyse Fernandes at ext. 6674 or elyse.fernandes@dattco.com or
Eliza Cole at ext. 6690 or eliza.cole@dattco.com

Did You Know?
DATTCO now runs school buses for
Windsor, South Windsor & Woodstock.
The Hartford Wolf Pack jerseys have
the DATTCO logo on them.
Our new Thermo King Northeast
website launched in July. Check it out:
www.ThermoKingNortheast.com
DATTCO formed wholly owned
subsidiary, Accelerated
Property Management in August to
provide property management
services including landscaping,
facilities management and
construction both internally and
externally.
DATTCO began operating two new
megabus routes servicing New York
City out of Newton, MA (March 2016)
and Brattleboro, VT
(September 2016).

You’re Invited!
DATTCO’s Annual Shopping trip to New
York City is Friday, November 25th!
7am departure to NYC
6pm departure from NYC
Pick up times and locations TBA
For more information and a
printable version of the flyer
and signup form, go to:
www.dattco.com/employee-portal

DATTCO’s Annual Christmas Party

will take place on Friday December 30th
at a NEW location - the Aqua Turf,
556 Mulberry Street, Plantsville,
6:30pm-11:30pm
Please RSVP to Shirley Gralnick by
December 16, 2016

